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Katnyopieg EAYM -

Definition and characterization of
2 health-care waste

Key questions to answer

How is health-care waste defined and classified in national laws and regulations?

Which places in a health-care facility produce health-care waste?

Has a waste assessment of a health-care facility been conducted?

What are the compasition, quantities and characteristics of health-care waste produced?

2.1 General definition and classification

The term health-care waste includes all the waste generated within health-care facilities, research centres and
laboratories related to medical procedures. In addition, it includes the same types of waste originating from minor
and scattered sources, including waste produced in the course of health care undertaken in the home (e.g. home
dialysis, self-administration of insulin, recuperative care).

Between 75% and 90% of the waste produced by health-care providers is comparable to domestic waste and
usually called “non-hazardous” or “general health-care waste”. It comes mostly from the administrative, kitchen
and housekeeping functions at health-care facilities and may also include packaging waste and waste generated
during maintenance of health-care buildings (Figure 2.1). The remaining 10-25% of health-care waste is regarded
as “hazardous” and may pose a varicty of environmental and health risks (see Chapter 3).

Chemical/radioactive
(hazardous health-care
‘waste) 5%

Infectious (hazardous
health-care waste) 10%

General (non-hazardous
health-care waste) 85%

Figure 2.1 Typical waste compositions in health-care facilities

A dlassification of hazardous health-care waste is summarized in Table 2.1
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Infectious (hazardous
health-care waste) 10%

Chemical/radioactive
{hazardous health-care
waste) 5%

General (non-hazardous
health-care waste) 85%

Figure2.1  Typical waste compositions in health-care facilities
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MeBoodol dlaxeiplong otnv EAAGOQ,

Eneéepyacia E.A.A.M. pe ANOZTEIPQZH

EAAM
Tepaxlopog Twv amoPARTwv
Aloxétevon unepBeppuou atpou — 130 Babuoi
Y1o niieon — 5 bar
Enibpaon cuvBnkwv ylaol GUYKEKPLUEVO XPOVLKO SLaoTnua
Artaywyn atpou

‘EAeyx0C SelKTWV Kol KUKAOU OIOCTELPWONG

YV V. VYV V V VYV V

Metadopad amootelpwUEVWY TIPOC TEALK 6LdBson oe XYTA

‘ ENAANOEA A.E.

Movada Antotéppwaeng EAYM

Agv ekmepmovtal pumot
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2HMEIA NMPOzZOXH2

= Anaitnon opBou Staxwplopov
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MeBoodol dlaxeiplong otnv EAAGOQ,

Eneéepyaoia E.A.Y.M. pue ANNOTEDPQZH

» Autopato cvotnua tpododoaciag
» Anotéppwon og 6 >1100 oC Aev amatteital SLaxwpLlopog
» JUVEXNG Kataypadn MopapETpwWY AElToupylag Acdpalnc kat BEBain Slaxeiplon OAwv
» KaBaplopog KoL TwV KOUOoAEPLWY KoL CUVEXNC EAEYXOC TWV Twv EAYM
EKTIOUTIWV 2HMEIA NMPOzZOXH2
» Aflomoilnon Twv mopayopeEVWY TEPPWV "= Meyalo KOOTOG EYKATACTAONG KOl
» EVEpyeleg yLa avakTtnon eveépyeLag yor KaAupn 560 voLKOKU pLwV Aeltoupyiog
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